a}, 


newsletter 


AMERICAN SOCIETY OF PLANNING OFFICIALS 


1313 EAST SIXTIETH STREET e 


VOL. 20 


NO. 10 


CHICAGO 37, ILLINOIS 


OCTOBER 1954 


THE NATIONAL PLANNING CONFERENCE - 1954 


The write-up of an event is always such & poor 
substitute for the real thing! 

So it must be when we try to put down in print 
a report of the Philadelphia Conference. And even 
that pairing of words, "Philadelphia Cmference," is 
significant. ASPO meetings are always referred to 
by the name of the host city: "the Bostm Conference," 
"the Pittsburgh Conference," "the Detroit Conference," 
and so on. Who remembers the years: 1952, 191, 
1953? The local share in the Conference is unforget- 
able. Philadelphians ami Philadelphia metrqolitans 
carried out this part in grand style. 

But to get back to our original lament. We 
wish we could recapture on paper same of the excite- 
ment, the exhilaration of the Conference. This 
excitement is not unique to the Philadelphia Con- 
ference, but it does seem to be something charac- 
teristic of ASPO meetings. You never program an 
emotional state. Certainly it would sound silly 
to write in your advance publicity: "Come ami be 
thrilled! We promise that you will leave exhila- 
rated, walking on air, inspired, uplifted!" Yet, 
these and similar words were actually used over and 
over again in canments to us by those who were there. 


Take, for example, the session on capital 
budgeting. This is a very important subject, as 
any planner knows. It is also me that can be (and 
usually is) deadly dull, as anyone who has ever 
arranged a planning conference can testify. But 
at the Philadelphia Conference the audience came 
out beaming: "The best discussion of the subject 
I have ever heard!" "They really laid it on the 
line!" "They were talking far everyone - not just 
large cities, and not just smll cities!" 

When you get that reaction on twenty different 
subjects, from "new towns" to "preservation of his- 
torical areas," from "performance standards" to 
"small town problems” - well, you just can't single 
out any high points. Not only would it be unfair - 
you imply that the ones you don't mention weren't 
really much good - but also it would give a distorted 
picture to the person who hadn't been there. You 
want him to understand what really happened, that 
it was not just me or two good things, it wsa 
whole program of good things. 

If you can't talk about the high points because 
it would take too long because they are all high 
points, what can you say? 


So if you can't recapture the actual feeling 


of the group and the dis- 
cussion and the meetings, 
you just have to put down 
a sort of catalogue of 
what happened and what 
the speakers talked about 
and let it go. 

But there were a lot 
of sessions and a lot of 
subjects milled and dis- 
cussed so you have to be 
selective. Take the best 
ones, talk about the high 
points. 

Here you hit another 
Snag. Probably the most 
astonishing (and satisfy- 
ing) aspect of the Con- 
ference was that there 
wasn't a meeting - from 
the keynote session on 
Monday morning to the An- 
niversary Banquet on Wed- 
nhesday evening - that was 
anything but top-notch. 








NEW ASPO OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS 


The following new officers and directors 
were elected at the annual meeting of members of 
the American Society of Planning Officials held 
Tuesday, September 28, at the National Planning 
Conference in Philadelphia: 

President: Thomas F. McDonough, Chairman, 
Boston City Planning Board. 

Vice-President: Humphrey Carver, Chairman, 
Research Canmittee, Central Mortgage and Housing 
Corporation of Canada. 

Directors for a term of three years: Milton 
Breivogel, Planing Director, Los Angeles Regional 
Planning Commissim; A. C. Flora, Chairman, City 
Planning Commission, Columbia, South Carolina; 
Henry J. Sullivan, Member, Detroit Metropolitan 
Area Regional Planning Commission. 

To fill the unexpired terms of Thomas F. 
McDonough and Humphrey Carver: Adrian C. Taylor, 
President, Bismarck Planning Commission; and 
Paul E. Middleton, Acting Chief, Planning and 
Engineering Divisiom, DSCUR, HHFA. 











Well, you can tell about Norbert Wiener, the 


mathematician and philo- 
sopher, giving an inspired 
talk on city planning; 
about the more than 700 
people who jammed the Art 
Museum auditorium to hear 
Lewis Mumford speak on 
"The Spirit of the City"; 
and then, there is the 
luncheon address by one of 
Planning's most forceful 
advocates - Philadelphia's 
Mayor Clark. 

You can tell about 
the discovery of three 
lawyers and the dean of 
a@ law school who proved 
that there are lawyers 
who know something about 
Planning; who have a great 
deal of respect for plan- 
ners; who are anxious to 
advance planning. Even 
the most case-hardened 
old-time conference goers 
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Seated from left to right: 


SPEAKERS TABLE 
20TH ANNIVERSARY BANQUET 


RUSSELL VAN NEST BLACK, Charter Member; MARY DOWNEY, receiving the Award for 


Elisabeth M. Herlihy; TRACY AUGUR, Charter Member; HAYDEN B. JOHNSON, Director; FRANCIS A. PITKIN, Out— 
going President; HARLEAN JAMES, Award Winner; HAROLD S. BUTTENHEIM, Charter Member and Past President; 
LOUIS BROWNLOW, Banquet Speaker; THOMAS MCDONOUGH, President-elect; MORTON WALLERSTEIN, Past President; 
WALTER H. BLUCHER, Charter Member and former Executive Director; KATHERINE MCNAMARA, Award Winner; HUMPHREY 
CARVER, Vice President-elect; RAFAEL PICO, Past President; MORRIS HIRSH, Treasurer; LAWRENCE M. ORTON, 
Past President; LADISLAS SEGOE, Charter Member; CHARLES B. BENNETT, Charter Member and Past President; 


S. HERBERT HARE, Charter Member; and ADRIAN C. TAYLOR, Director. 





left this one talking to themselves. 

You can tell about the charter members and 
past presidents who were present to celebrate ASPO's 
20th Anniversary; about Louis Brownlow, who had such 
an important part in ASPO's organization, and who 
gave the anniversary banquet address; about the gift 
of roses to everyone by the Abrams Aerial Survey 
Corporation. 

You can tell about the Sunday night reception 
for over 600, held in the handsome penthouse of the 
city's tallest building; about the receptions in 
various historical mansions; and about the tour 
taken by over 450 who stayed over to see Levittowm 
and the Fairless Steel Works, including a boat trip 
down the Delaware River (and about all the movable- 
span bridges and rush-hour traffic having to give 
way to a ferryboat-load of planners). 

You can tell about the enthusiasm of those who 
toured Philadelphia's urban renewal projects. You 
can tell about the slave market, with over 90 jobs 
offered; the Cul-de-Sac with folk-singer Bair and 
his guitar, the chorus, and Tracy Augur and his false 
mustache and his first-class singing voice. 

You can tell about the alumni meetings, in 
particular that for oe university (which shall be 
nameless) which gathered the oddest assortment of 
pseudo-old-grads ever seen, and met far, far into 
the night. 

You could take this tack for a lag while. 


SPEAKERS TABLE 
LUNCHEON SESSION 





| 


ia 


The Honorable JOSEPH S. CLARK, Jr., Mayor of Philadelphia, giving the luncheon address, 
t , HENRY J. SULLIVAN, 
5 Aptana be and Director of Commerce of Philadelphia; 
! 


and the Next Decades." Left to right: 
izens* Council on City Planning; 
prostees over the session; FRANCIS A. 


- PITKIN, 
tate Planning Board; and a 


C. LIGHT, of the School 
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Let's face it though. You just can't do justice to 
the Conference by writing about it. 

Since we came back, we have had many letters 
saying very nice things. One that we liked in 
particular came from a city manager attending his 
first ASPO conference. He said: 

"Congratulations on one of the finest confer- 
ences of public officials I have ever attended. To 
me the ASPO conference was like a wonderful short 
course in municipal planning and zoning. I know 
that never in such a short period of time did I learn 
so much about that important phase of mmicipal 
administration as at the Benjamin Franklin Hotel 
last week.” 
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We on the ASPO staff appreciate all the kind - 


things that were said. But we know we weren't really 
responsible for the success of the Conference. It 
was the local committee of the Philadelphia region 
and the one hundred or so persons on the program and 
the twelve hundred who came to attend the meetings 
who really made it what it was. 

Forty-two states were represented, as well as 
Hawaii, Puerto, and eight foreign countries. Thirty- 


two people journeyed all the way from California, 
15 from Utah, 12 from Texas, 10 from Kansas, and 
18 from Florida. 

We are already beginning to plan the program 
for the Montreal Conference.’ We hope that you won't 
(DOH) 


miss it. 





"Local Government 


ASPO Vice President; WALTER M. PHILLIPS, City 
HENRY BEERITS, former President of Philadelphia 


JOHN W. BODINE, President of Citizens* Council on City Planning, who 
ASPO President, and Executive Director of the Pennsylvania 
of Architecture, 


University of Auckland, New Zealand. 
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INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS 


Approximately 1,000 persons participated in the 
22nd International Congress for Housing and Town 
lanning, which was held in Edinburgh, Scotland, 
during the week beginning September 19. More than 
half of the participants were, naturally, from the 
British Isles; but there was a delegation of 30 per- 
sons from Germany, a delegation from Finland, and for 
the first time in years a delegation from Poland. 

The principal topics discussed (for which advance 
papers had been submitted) included Slum Clearance 
and Housing; National Land Use Planning; and Housing 
Density. In addition, there were a number of study 
groups dealing with Town Planning Education; Problems 
Relating to Declining Areas; Hydro Electricity in 
Planning; Rent and Family Income; and The Role of 
the Voluntary Housing Association. 

leo Grebler, of Columbia University, did a magni- 
ficent job as general reporter for the session dealing 
with slum clearance and housing. James Marshall 
Miller, also of Columbia, who is spending a year in 
Denmark, presented the greetings of the American 
Institute of Planners and offered the cooperation 
of the AIP to the Federation. Other U.S. participants 
were I. E. Saporta, of Georgia Tech, and Walter H. 
Blucher. According to the preliminary registration 
list, two other persons from the U.S.A. were in 
attendance, but they were not seen by this reporter. 

Steps were taken at the Congress to organize, 
on an informal basis, an international section of 
planning technicians who wanted an opportunity to 
discuss technical aspects of planning and housing 


at the Congress 
$4 Dennis O'Harrow, of ASPO, was elected a member 


of the Bureau, which is a governing body, replacing 
Blucher who has served in that capacity for a great 
many years. Rafael Pico, of Puerto Rico, was also 
elected a member of the Bureau. Blucher, and Herbert 
Emmerich of Public Administration Clearing House, 
were co-opted as members of the Council. 

The next Congress, in 1956, is scheduled to be 
held in Vienna. (WHB) 





URBAN RENEWAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE 


A 2l-member Advisory Committee on Urban Renewal 
has been appointed by HHFA Administrator Albert M. 
Cole to advise with the agency with respect to the 
urban renewal program authorized by the Housing Act 
of 1954. ASPO's executive director is a member of 
the committee, which includes representatives of 
the American Institute of Architects, the American 
Municipal Association, National Association of Home 
Builders, National Association of Housing and Re- 
development Officials, National Association of Real 
Estate Boards, National Housing Conference, National 
Urban League, Producers Council, Inc., U. S. Chamber 
of Commerce, U. S. Conference of Mayors, American 
Public Works Association, National Savings and Loan 
League, U. S. Savings and Loan League, American 
Federation of labor, Mortgage Bankers Association 
of America, National Association for the Advancement 
of Colored People, National Retail Lumber Dealers 
Association, CIO Housing Committee, American Society 
of Building Officials, and Municipal Law Sectio of 
the American Bar Association. 

Chairman will be James W. Follin, Director of 
HHFA's DSCUR. 





ASPO Award Winners 
HARLEAN JAMES and 
KATHERINE MCNAMARA, 
A posthumous award to 
Elisabeth M. Herlihy 
was received by Mary 
Downey. 
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MAYOR'S BUDGET MESSAGE 


"No city can lmg survive with greatness which 
does not respond to the challenge of its times. Ours 
is a dynamic, not a static society. To achieve and 
keep a high level of material, cultural and spiritual 
progress the City's leaders mst stay ahead of social 
and economic trends and plan wisely for the future. 

"These truths appear so self-evident as to be 
unworthy of reiteration. But Philadelphia's govern- 
ment ignored them so often and for so long during the 
first half of the 20th Century that our metropolitan 
area's growth and prosperity were seriously threaten- 
ed. It would be suicidal folly to return again to 
a rudderless course. 

"Despite fiscal problems which threaten the 
level of City services, we cannot starve our planners 
nor can we wisely postpone coordinated attacks on 
problems which threaten mmicipal survival. 

"The clear and present dangers to our City are 
the flight of many of our best citizens to the suburbs, 
the spread of urban blight and the threat of strangu- 
lation of the economic and social life of large areas 
of the community by the inability of people to get 
in, out and around parts of Philadelphia easily enough 
to make the area a useful center of human activity. 

"These problems must be solved. To solve them 
takes experience and ability of a high order. To 
buy this kind of talent takes money. We can afford 
nothing short of the best. 

"The City Planning Canmission, the Urban Traffic 
and Transportation Board and the office of the Housing 
Coordinator are the nerve centers from which the 
future of Philadelphia will be charted. Their 
budgets contemplate appropriations which will enable 
them to do their job adequately. 

"In my judgment, such expenditures, within 
reason, should have priority over the needs of routine 
administration no matter how great the latter may 
be. Police, fire, health, welfare, recreation, 
streets, water and sewer problems would become wn- 
manageable in a city which is disintegrating because 
its life has not been adjusted, directed and planned 
to meet the challenge of its times." 

MAYOR'S BUDGET MESSAGE FOR 1955, Joseph S, 
Clark, Jr., Mayor, City of Philadelshia, pp.9-10, 
"Philadelphia's Future." 





ZONING DIGEST 


Definitions are important. It is dangerous 
to copy a definition from a different juris- 
diction, because it is the definition imposed by 
your own Supreme Court which is important. The 
October issue of the ZONING DIGEST contains a 
number of zoning decisions in which cammonly 
used terms are defined, including "comprehensive 
plan," "building line," "discontinuance" in 
relation to a nonconforming use. One decision 
holds that a dancing school is a business. 
Another decision summarized held that billboards 
may not be prohibited on the reminder of land 
acquired for the Ohio Turnpike. The same decisim 
says that "visible" is too vague a word. 
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FULBRIGHT FELLOWSHIP IN PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION 


An opportunity is available under the Fulbright 
program for a pre-doctoral fellow to spend the 
academic year 1955-56 in Belgium serving at the 
headquarters of the International Institute of Ad- 
ministrative Sciences in Brussels. I.I.A.S. is an 
international, non-governmental organization. This 
fellowship, which provides living expenses for about 
nine months and round-trip transportation, would 
afford an unusual opportunity to see an international 
organization in operation at close range, to learn 
about administration of other countries, and to meet 
some leading personalities in the field. Applicants 
must be under the age of 35. They need not be in 
academic residence; civil servants, journalists, 
members of the staff of private research bureaus or 
agencies concerned with public administration are 
invited to apply. 

Further information about I.I.A.S. and this 
program can be obtained from Charles S. Ascher, 
Associate Director, Public Administration Clearing 
House, 45 East 65th Street, New York City 21. 





PLANNING ADVISORY SERVICE 


Projections into yards are a zming problem 
that has always caused a certain amount of confu- 
sion. Porches, for example, have cane up again 
and again in zoing administratim; and when such 
new features as carports, plexiglass canopies, 


buildings, some perplexing questions arise. In 
handling both classical and contemporary types of 
projections, the same point must be established: 
are they a part of the building proper, or are 
they additions to it? 

PLANNING ADVISORY SERVICE Informat ion Re- 
port No. 66, Projections Into Yards: Porches, 
Carports, Sun-breaks, Etc. (September 194), 
attempts to clear up this point which is the 
main cause of misunderstandings about projec- 
tions. The report traces the zoning histary of 
projections and their relation to yards. It 
also discusses some of the projections that 
are currently the source of zoning difficulties, 
and the kinds of projections tht are appear- 
ing more and more frequently in contemorary 
architecture. 

Two special reports are also being issued 
to PIANNING ADVISORY SERVICE subscribers. One 
concerns the zone regulation of oil drilling - 
an activity that, surprisingly, is being carried 
on in many other places besides Texas and Cali- 
fornia. This report consists of an illustrated 
copy of a speech by Huber E. Smutz, Zoning 
Administrator of the City of Los Angeles, and 
the provisions of the Los Angeles comprehensive 
zoning plan that deals with oil drilling. 

The second special report is a news stay 
on swimming pools, reprinted from an issue of 
The Wall Street Journal that appeared after the 








and sun baffles are introduced in residential 





publication of Informatim Report No. 65 on the 
same subject. 
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POSITIONS AVAILABLE 


Birmingham, Michigan. Planning and Zoning 
Technician. Salary, $4,000-5,500, depending m 
qualifications: Qualifications: planning degree; 
or degree in architecture, landscape architecture, 
or civil engineering, plus knowledge of planning. 
To work under direction of consultant. Write to 
J. V. Walker, Assistant to City Manager, 151 Martin 
Street, Birmingham, Michigan. 





Chicago, Illinois: West Central Planning 
Association. Senior Planner. Salary, $8,000. 
Qualifications: degree in planning, architecture, 
landscape architecture, or civil engineering and 
reasonable experience in planning. Apply to 
Eri Hulbert, Executive Director, West Central 
Planning Association, 941 West Taylor Street, 
Chicago, Illinois. 








Covington, Kentucky. Planning and Zoning 
Director. Salary, $5,000-6,000, depending on 
experience. Qualifications: degree in planning 
or related field plus at least 4 years experi- 
ence. Initial assignment is revision of zoning 
ordinance. Write to G. J. Schaefer, City Manager, 
City Hall, Covington, Kentucky. 





Crown Point, Indiana: Lake County Planning 
Commission. Planning Director. Salary up to 
$7,500, depending on qualifications. Qualifi- 
cations: degree in planning and 4 years experi- 
ence. Duties to begin January 1, 1955. Write to 
Lloyd E. Cutler, Lake County Planning Commission, 
Crown Point, Indiana. 








Guilford, Connecticut. Town Plamer. Salary, 
$6,000. Qualifications: degree in planning 
with a background in physical and fiscal plan- 
ning; some experience desirable; public relations 
ability essential. Write to Hugh McK. Jones, Jr., 
Chairman, Town Planning Commission, Guilford, 
Connecticut. 





Maplewood, New Jersey, Planning & Redevelop- 





ment Associates. Resident Planner. Salary, . 





$5,000-6,000. Qualifications: minimum of 2 years 
responsible work plus suitable educational back- 
ground to develop master plan and carry out re- 
development studies for medium size city. Write 
to Isadore Candeub, Planning & Redevelopment 
Associates, 1878 Springfield Avenue, Maplewood, 
New Jersey. 


Milwaukee, Wisconsin: Milwaukee County. 
Landscape Architect IV. Salary, $6,504-7,800. 
Qualifications: graduation from accredited college 
or university with specialization in landscape 
architecture; 6 years experience in landscape 
architecture, preferably in a metropolitan area, 
and preferably work in parks, parkways, or allied 
activities. Apply to Milwaukee County Civil Service 
Commission, Room 206, Court House, Milwaukee 3, 
Wisconsin. 








Muskegon, Michigan. Planning Director. Salary 
dependent on qualifications. Qualifications: 
degree in plaming or related field, plus responsi- 
ble plarmming experience. Apply to Gearge F. Liddle, 
City Manager, City Hall, Muskegon, Michigan. 





Natchez, Mississippi. Planner. Salary, 
$3 ,€00-4 ,200, depending on qualifications. Qualifi- 
cations: college degree; architectural background; 
1 year planning experience preferred. Graduate work 
may be substituted for experience. Apply to Frank 
R. Seavey, Director, Natchez City Planning Commis- 
sion, 477 Mmicipal Building, Natchez, Mississippi. 





Portland, Maine: Slum Clearance and Redevelop- 
ment Authority. Executive Director. Salary, 
$5, 325-5,840, depending on qualifications. Qualifi- 
cations: experience in urban redevelopment, public 
housing, city planning or public administration. 
Apply by October 30 to Caspar F. Cowan, Chairman, 
Slum Clearance and Redevelopment Authority, Room 
60, City Hall, Portland, Maine. 








Saginaw, Michigan. Planner. Salary, $4,450- 
$6,200, depending m qualifications. Qualifications: 
degree in planning or related field, plus experience 
in land use planning and zming administration; 
graduate work acceptable for experience. Write to 
Personnel Department, City Hall, Saginaw, Michigan. 





San Bernardino, California: Ccpnty Plaming 
Commission. Plaming Technician. Salary, $4,116- 
$5,004. Qualifications: degree in planning or 
public administration; or college degree plus 1 year 
experience in planning work, including land use 
studies and design; or equivalent combination of 
plaming experience and education. Apply to Civil 
Service Personnel Office, San Bernardino County, 
236 Third Street, San Bernardino, Califamia. 








San Diego, Califomia: County Planning Commis- 
sion. Plamer Il. Salary, $5,5-6,084. Qualifi- 
cations: degree in planning, architecture, landscape 
architecture or civil engineering, plus 2 years 
planning experience; or degree in related field plus 
3 years planning experience; or equivalent combina- 
tion of education and experience. Open to men mly. 
Apply to Department of Civil Service and Personnel, 
Room 402, Civic Center, San Diego, California. 





San leandro, California. Planning Technician. 
Salary, $4,320-5,112. Qualifications: degree in 
city planning, architecture @ social science field, 
plus 2 years experience. Apply by November 9 to 
City Manager, City Hall, San lIeaniro, California. 





Springfield, Missouri. Director of Planning. 
Salary, $7,200. Qualifications: several years 
technical and administrative experience in plan- 
ning, preferably with cities of 50,000 or more 
population. Apply to William E. Hansen, City 
Manager, Springfield, Missouri. 
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PERSONALS 


Charles Abrams, chairman of the Sub-Committee 
on Housing and Redevelopment of the Advisory Council 
of the Mayor of New York City, has left on a United 
Nations technical assistance assignment in Turkey 
and the Gold Coast, West Africa. Mr. Abrams will 
assist on problems related to housing and urban 
redevelopment. 


Herman Berkman has been granted a year's leave 
of absence from the Chicago Land Clearance Commission 
to complete research and write a thesis on "Structure 
and Growth of Rental Housing Areas in American 
Cities." The project is sponsored by the Social 
Science Research Council and Rockefeller Foundation. 


Sanford Farness, formerly with the Alameda 
County, California, Planning Commission, has been 
named director of the Washtenaw County, Michigan, 
Pianning Commission. 


George Goodwin, executive director of the Cen- 
tral Atlanta Improvement Association, has resigned 
and has been succeeded by J. Forsyth Gordy, for a 
number of years a top member of the Atlanta Chamber 
of Commerce staff. 


Albert Z. Guttenberg has joined the staff of 
the Portland, Maine, City Planning Board as planning 
assistant. 


John J. Holland has been appointed planning 
director for Cape May County, New Jersey. 


Ian L. McHarg, formerly a planning official 
with the Scottish government, has been appointed 
assistant professor of landscape architecture and 
planning at the University of Pennsylvania. 


Joe C. Williams, Jr., formerly city planner on 
the Denver City Planning Commission staff, will join 
the staff of the advanced planning and research 
division of the Nashville-Davidson County Planning 
Commission in October. 





Edward H. Bennett, one of the pioneers in 
city planning in the United States, died on 
October 14. Mr. Bennett was a recipient last 
year of one of ASPO's Amual Awards honoring per- 
sons who have made an outstanding contribution 
to planning. The citation and a message from 
Mr. Bennett to planners appeared in the November 
1953 Newsletter, p.100. 





Frau Paula Schafer, General Secretary of 
the Deutscher Verband Fur Wohnungswesen Stadtebau 
Und Raumplanung,Cologne, Germany, died suddenly 
during the recent International Congress in 
Edinburgh of the International Federation for 
Housing and Town Planning. Frau Schafer served 


as General Secretary of IFHTP during the Second 
World War. 
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HONORARY LIFE 
MEMBERSHIP IN ASPO 


ASPO 


Nfole mbes 


By action of the 
Board of Directors, 
ASPO has established 
the policy of granting 
an honorary service 
membership for life to 
ASPO members who have 
reached the age of 70 
and have been members 
of the Society for 
twenty years. The 
first recipient is 
George H. Herrold, 
director of city plan- 
ning in St. Paul, Minnesota, for thirty years. 
Mr. Herrold, who retired at the age of 86, has 
been a member of ASPO since 1935. 


; George. H, Nerve td’ 


N RECOGNITION OF YEAR> OF SERVICE 


N THE FIELD OF P 


3 Tea Ai hen, . 
Dmrore D }fegrmeg — 























CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROGRAMS 


Annvwl Report on Long Range Plamning. The Brookline 
Planning Board, Room 26, Town Hall, Brookline 46, 
Massachusetts; William Stanley Parker, Consultant. 

December 1953. 2pp.charts. 





Bridges to the Future. Capital Improvement Program 
1954 through 1959. Milwaukee Capital Improvements 
Committee, Room 208, City Hall, Milwaukee 2, Wis- 
consin; Clarence Beernink, Executive Secretary. 
May 1954. 60pp.illus.maps. 








Capital Budget and Five Year Capital Improvement 
Program. Montgomery County, Maryland, County Office 
Building, Rockville, Maryland; Jeptha J. Carrell, 








Acting County Manager. 79pp.maps. 
Plaming and Financing Capital Improvements. Yun1- 
cipal Finance, Vol. XXVI, No. 4, May 1954. Municipal 


Finance Officers Association, 1313 East 60th Street, 
Chicago 37, Illinois. pp.130-159. 50O¢. 


Capital Improvements Program 1954-1960. Providence 
City Plan Commission, City Hall, Providence 3, Rhode 
Island; Frank H. Malley, Director. June 1954. 
2lpp.mimeo.append. 





Toward a Capital Improvement Program for Park Forest. 
Park Forest Plan Commission, Village Hall, Park 
Forest, Illinois; Stewart D. Marquis, Staff Planner. 
October 1953. 6pp.charts. 





Capital Program 1954-1959. Philadelphia City Planning 
Commission, 15th Floor, Market Street National Bank 
Building, Philadelphia 7, Pennsylvania; Edmund N. 
Bacon, Executive Director. 175pp.illus.mps,charts. 





Capital Improvement Program 1954-55 Through 1959-60. 
San Francisco Department of City Planning, 100 Larkin 
Street, Civic Center, San Francisco 2, California; 
Paul Oppermam, Director of Planning. January 1954. 
96pp.illus.maps,charts. 
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PLANNING LEGAL NOTES 
Prepared by Walter H. Blucher 





Urban Redevelopment Held Constitutional In New 
Hampshire. 

Velishkaetal.v.City of Nashuaetal., Supreme 

Court of New Hampshire, July 1, 1954, 106 A.2d 571. 
Plaintiffs brought suit in equity to enjoin the 
Housing Authority of the City of Nashua, New Hamp- 
shire, from proceeding with a redevelopment project. 
laintiff Velishka owns a piece of property which 
is not deteriorated, obsolete or detrimental to 
health, safety or morals. The project area itself 
is a blighted area and is known as the High Street 
Project. The only questions raised by plaintiffs 
was the constitutionality of the statute. 

The usual arguments were advanced against the 
constitutionality of the act. The court reviewed 
other decisions dealing with redevelopment. The 
court also pointed out that Section 1 of the New 
Hampshire Act contains an elaborate statement of 
legislative findings and declarations of necessity 
related to the elimination of blighted areas in the 
advancement of redevelopment projects. The court 
said, "These legislative findings and declarations 
have no magical quality to mke valid that which is 
invalid but they are entitled to weight in construing 
the statute and in determining if the statute promotes 
a public purpose under the Constitution.” 

The court found the act to be constitutional. 





Building Line Under The Police Power May Be Legal 
Or It May Be A Taking Of Property, 

City of Miami v. Romeret al., Supreme Court of 
Florida, June 18, 1954, 73 S.2d 285. This is the 
latest installment in a case summarized in 4 ZD 143. 
In that case the supreme court of Florida held that 
a building line under the police power is valid. 

Romer sued the city of Miami to recover con- 
pensation for a 10-foot strip of land on a lot owned 
by him. Five feet of the 10-foot strip was used 
for a sidewalk serving his property, and the other 
five feet had been paved. In 1946 the city of Miami 
had adopted an ordinance which provided that no 
building shall be erected on certain streets closer 
than 25 feet to the center line of the street. Romer 
contended that this was a street-widening ardinance, 
the purpose of which was to provide the city witha 
method of acquiring additional property. He claired 
that the city had actually taken the 10 feet of his 
property. 

As pointed out above, the supreme court held 
in the earlier case that a police power building 
line is valid. 

The matter was referred back to the lower court. 
The chancellor allowed Romer to file an amended 
complaint. The city filed a motion to dismiss the 
amended camplaint on the ground that the relief sought 
had been previously adjudicated adversely to Romer. 

In this case, the supreme court expressed the 
opinion that "the amended camplaint might be construed 
to allege that the setback ordinance was enacted 
without regard to the public health, safety, and 
general welfare, and thus as an unreasonable exercise 
of the police power . - was not adjudicated in the 





former trial. ..." The question remained as to 
whether there was in fact a taking of the 5-foot 
portion of the strip paved by the city, since the 
question of the appropriation of the 5-foot portion 
on which the sidewalk had been constructed was 
adjudicated by the earlier opinion. 

There was thus no decision of this litigation. 
The matter was remanded for further proceedings. 


Building Line Defined To Include All Property Lines. 
Building Line Held Legal. 

Ujka v. Sturdevant et al., Supreme Court of 
North Dakota, July 2, 1954, 65N.W.2d 292. The city 
of Wahpeton enacted an ordinance which prescribes 
the proportions of lots which are to be left as side 
yards. The ordinance provides specifically that 
there should be a side yard on each side of the 
building having a width of not less than 10 per cent 
of the lot width, but not to exceed six feet. This 
is an ordinance separate fram any zoning ordinance. 

A state statute (other than the zoning statute) 
provides that a municipality shall have power to 
establish building lines fixing the distance from 
the property line at which buildings may be erected. 

The supreme court, in overruling the lower 
court, held that the city of Wahpeton does have power 
to establish building lines fixing the distance from 
the property line at which buildings may be erected. 
The court held further that every ordinary lot has 
four building lines. The statute does not refer to 
any particular property line but the property lines 
generally, and therefore, in the opinion of the 
court, refers to all the prqerty lines of a city lot. 

Defendants contended that since cities have 
been empowered to enact zoning ordinances, and since 
the right to regulate yards and courts is contained 
in the grant of power to create zones, the right to 
enact restrictions as to side yards exists only in 
connection with zoning ordinances. The court did 
not agree, pointing out that the zoning statute 
itself refers to other regulations which may require 
greater or smaller yards than are required by the 
zoning statute. The court said that the right of 
cities to legislate with respect to side yards is 
not exclusively confined to procedure under the 
zoning act. 








Limited Access Turnpike May Be Part Free And Part 
Toll. 

Opinion of the Justices, Supreme Court of New 
Hampshire, June 15, 1954, 105 A.2d 924.The Governor 
of the State of New Hampshire asked for an opinion 
from the supreme court of that state as to the 
legality of the 1953 turnpike law. It was proposed 
that established and developed commercial enter- 
prises upon toll-free sections of the limited access 
highway be permitted to have access, while properties 
not so developed or established would héve their 
access limited to the highway. It was claimed 
that the act was unconstitutional because of its 
discrimination. The court, however, held the act 
to be constitutional. 
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Planning Literature 
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newest member. 


PLANNING RESIDENTIAL SUBDIVISIONS. 
Kostka. 
Canada. 
The University of Manitoba, Winnipeg, Manitoba. 
June 1954. 
praisal of the design ani development of subdivisions. 
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FORWARD MODESTO. 


able from Ross Miller, City Manager, P.O. Box 642, 
Modesto, Califomia. 


two questions: 
want? What do we have to do to get it?) 


GUIDE FOR GROWTH. 


Planning Commission, West Linn, Oregon; Cyrus Nims, 
City Plamer. 


AYUDA PROPIA Y AYUDA MUTUA EN VIVIEXDA. 
Rivera Santos and others. 
de Vivienda, Bogota. 
Primers, No. 2)11l2pp.illus.charts. (Organization 
manual for pilot projects in self-help and mtual 
aid in housing. 


of this kind in Puerto Rico. 


maps ,charts. 


Oficial de Arquitectos de Catalutia y Balcones, 
Barcelona, Spain. 


nance for metropolitan Barcelma. 





ASPO receives more than 600 planning books, pamphlets and reports each month, 


distribution, 


MR. PLANNING COMMISSIONER. By Harold V. Miller. 
Public Administration Service, 1313 East 60th Street, 
Chicago 37, Illinois; H. G. Pope, Executive Director. 
1954. 8lpp.illus. $1.00 (discounts when purchased 
in quantity lots). (This little book is aimed at 
giving the newly appointed planning canmissioner a 
rapid and non-technical briefing on the problems and 
methods of planning. While it is written primarily 
for the commission member in smaller cities, even 
the large city cammission member will probably learn 
from it, as will also old members as well as the 
The author is executive director of 
the Tennessee State Planning Commission. Recommend- 
ed reading. DOH) 


By V. Joseph 
Sponsored by the Appraisal Institute of 
Available from the School of Architecture, 


127pp.illus. $3.50. (A critical ap- 


Although primarily cmcerned with Canadian subdivision 


practices and problems, its canments on the planning, 
engineering, landscape, and architectural aspects 


of residential subdivisions are equally applicable 
in the United States. Excellent sketches are used 


to dramatize the contrasts between "functional" and 


"formularized" subdivisions. EF) 


Forward Modesto Committee. Avail- 
June 1954. 2kpp.illus. 10¢. 
(The findings and recammendations of a committee of 
53 citizens appointed by the City Council to answer 
what kind of a community do we 


Part I - City Backgrowmds. City 


May 1954. 43pp.maps,charts. $1.00. 


MANUAL PARA LA ORGANI ZACION DE PROYECTOS PILOTO DE 
By Luis 
Centro Interamericano 

(Series: Manuals and 


1953. 


Based on the remarkable projects 
The Interamerican 
Housing Center is sponsored by the Organization of 


American States. ) 


PLAN DE ORDENACION DE BARCELONA Y SU ZONA DE INFLU- 
ENCIA. (I) MEMORIA: (II) NORMAS. Comision Superior 
de Ordenacion Provincial, Barcelona, 1954. (I)pp.127, 
(II)57pp.chart. Write to Colegio 


(A land use plan and zoning ordi- 
Present populatio 
is about 1,600,000, and estimated to be 4,000,000 in 
2000. The zoning ordinance is particularly interest- 
ing since it contains performance standards for 
industry and mixed residential-industrial districts.) 
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It is possible to mention only a very limited number and to do justice to only a few 
of them. Copies may be secured from publishers. ASPO does not have copies for 


IN THE SHADOW OF A DEFENSE PIANT. A Study of Urban- 
ization in Rural South Carolina. Prepared by the 
Institute for Research in Social Science, University 
of North Carolina, Chapel Hill, North Carolina; 
F. Stuart Chapin, Jr., Study Director. June 195k. 
260pp.illus. $2.50. (A final report on the study 
of the world's largest industrial plant. Principally 
a descriptive research job, but contains an analysis 
of what happened, why it happened, and how it might 
be avoided in the future. This study belongs in 
every municipal and planning library. You can never 
tell when it might happen to you. DOH) 


CIVIL DEFENSE - URBAN ANALYSIS. Federal Civil Defense 
Administration. For sale by the Superintendent of 
Documents, U. S. Government Printing Office, Wash- 
ington 25, D.C. July 1953. 85pp.charts. 55¢. 


THE INDUSTRIALIZATION OF THE SKOKIE AREA. By James 
B. Kenyon. Research Paper No. 33, The University 
of Chicago, Department of Geography, Chicago 37, 
Illinois. July 1954. l2k4pp.illus.maps,charts. 
$3.00. 


A REGIONAL INTERINDUSTRY STUDY OF MARYLAND. Studies 
in Business and Economics, Vol.3, No.2, September 
1954. Bureau of Business and Economic Research, 
University of Maryland, College Park, Maryland. 1l2pp. 


INDUSTRIAL RESOURCES, SEBREE, KENTUCKY. May 1954. 
29pp.append.illus. INDUSTRIAL RESOURCES, CADIZ, 
KENTUCKY. June 1954. 2lpp.append.mps. INDUSTRIAL 
RESOURCES, LAWRENCEBURG, KENTUCKY. June 1954. 
19pp.append.illus. INDUSTRIAL RESOURCES, CLINTON, 
KENTUCKY. June 1954. 20pp.appeni.illus. Prepared 
by and available from The Kentucky Agricultural and 
Industrial Development Board, Capitol Annex Building, 
Frankfort, Kentucky; Joseph H. Taylor, Executive 
Director. 


INDUSTRY IN THE GREATER WINNIPEG COMMUNITY. The 
Metropolitan Planning Commission, 301 Mitchell-Copp 
Building, Winnipeg, Manitoba; Eric W. Thrift, Dir- 
ector. April 1954. 43pp.mimeo. 


THE ARCHITECT LOOKS AT HOUSING THE AGED. Housing 
Research Council of Southern California, Inc., 
204 South Los Robles Avenue, Pasadema 5, California; 
Whitney R. Smith, Chairman. 1l6pp.illus. 


TRIVANDRUM MEDICAL COLLEGE AREA DEVELOPMENT SCHEME. 
The Medical College Area Development Authority, 
Trivandrum, S. India; V. A. Philipos, Town and Country 
Plaming Special Officer. March 1954. 34pp.illus. 
(A development scheme for nearly square miles of 
the immediate neighborhood of the Medical College 
campus. ) 


INTERNATIONAL BIBLIOGRAPHY OF PREFABRICATED HOUSING. 
By Phyllis M. Kelly and Caroline Shillaber. Albert 
Farwell Bemis Foundation, Room 7/333, Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology, Cambridge 39, Massachusetts. 
June 1954. 85,xi.pp.mimeo. $1.00. 
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